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the government. Godoy became her favourite, and presently chief minister. In this capacity he negotiated a treaty with France in 1795, so honourable to Spain that the King conferred on him the title of Prince of the Peace, and the Queen arranged a marriage between him and a princess of the blood royal. A difference with Napoleon, caused by an imprudent proclamation which Godoy had put ont after Jena, had been made up by the despatch of an army corps into Germany, and the promise of aid to Junot in Portugal.
Meantime Godoy had treated Ferdinand, Prince of the Asturias, with increasing insolence, which was resented by the people at large, by whom Ferdinand was beloved. The rough copy of a letter written by the Prince to Napoleon, abont the end of 1807, at a time when the King was seriously ill, proposing a marriage with a member of the Buonaparte family, fell into the King's hands, and completed the rupture between father and son. Ferdinand and his advisers were arrested on a charge of plotting against the King's life, though it appears far more probable that his own was in danger. The King of Spain communicated the matter to the other European sovereigns, including Napoleon.
It has been said, unhappily with reason, that Napoleon's ambition was his ruin. But his ambition has been for the most part misunderstood. It had reference to France. He wished to see her in his lifetime so great and so powerful that, when he was gone, she might not fear attack. To this end, first the power of England was to be broken; secondly, no state was to exist in Central and Southern Europe whose interests were not identical with those of France, whom they were to regard as their stay and whom they in turn were to support. This gigantic scheme would have demanded two reigns and two sovereigns equal to Napoleon. Over-haste ruined him, and his success at the outset blinded him. He expected to meet with no more resistance from Spain than from Holland, Westphalia, Naples, or the easily conquered Portugal.
Not knowing the hatred of Spaniards for the foreigner, lie thought that the distracted kingdom would fling itself into